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BASINS 
DEE IANS 
THE CONFESSION 
OF FAITH OF 1HE KIRK OF 
SCOTLAND, WITH THE BOND 
or Covenant ſubſcribed untoby 
the whole Kingdome, 


and his houſhold, in the yeare of God 1580. Thereafter, by perſons 
of all rankes, in the yeare 1581, by ordinance of the Lords of the 
Secret Conncell, and eA(ts of the generall aſſembly, $ ubſrribed Againe 
by all forts *f perſons, in the yeare 1590. by a new ordinance of Cawncell, 
at the deſire of the generall Aſſembly : with a generall Bondfor main- 
tainance of the true religion, and the Kings perſon: A nd now ſubſcibed 
in the yeare 1638 by V's, Nobleman, Barons, Gentlemen, Burgeſſes, Mie 
niſters, and (ommons under ſubſcribing together wath owr reſolution aud 
promiſes for the cauſes afore ſpecifi:d, to maintaine the [a1 tru? religion, 
and the Kings Majeſtic, acroraing to the Confeſſion aforeſaid, and Atts 
of Parliament : the tenor Whereof here followerh, 


Tz Confeſſion of Faith, ſubſcribed at firſt by :he Kings Majeftie, 


EE all, and eyery one of us underyricten, pro- 
teſt that after long and duc examination of our 
owne co Ucicnces 1n matters of true, and falſe 
religion, are now throughly reſolyed of the 
truth by the word and Spirit of God; and ther- 
fore webelceve with our hearts, conteſſe with our mouthes, ſub- 
cribe with our hands, and conſtantly atfirme before God, and the 
whole world : that this onely is the true Chriſtian Fairh, and Re- 
ligion, pleaſing God, and bringing ſalvation to Man, which now 
is by the mercy of God revealed to the world, by the preaching of 
the bleſſed Evangell : and reccived , beleived, and defended &y 
many and ſandry notable Kirks and _—_— ; bur chicfely by = 
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Kirk of $cor/1:4, the Kings Majeſtic, and our Eſtates of this 
Reaime, as Gods cternall truth, andonly ground of our ſalvation ; 
as more particularly is expreſſed in the Confcſſion of our Faith, 
ſtabliſhed and confirmed by many Ads of Parliaments, and now 
of along time hath beene openly profeſſed by the Kings Majeltic, 
and whole body of this Realme, both in Burgh and Eand, To the 
which Ceon'cfſion and forme ot Religion we willingly agree in our 
conſciences, inall poynts as unto Gods undoubred truth anJ veri- 
ty,grounded onely upon his written word : and therefore wee ab- 
horre and deteſt all contrary religion and Dottrine : but chictely 
all kind of Papiſtry, in generall and parricularheads, even as they 
are now damned and confured by the word of God , and Kirk ot 
Sco:la2d : bur incſpecialt, we deteſt ard retuſe the ufurped aumtho- 
rity of that Reman Antichriſt,upon the Scripturcs of God, upon 
the Kitk,the civill Magiſtrate,and conſciences of mcn,all his tyran- 
nous lawes madc upon indiftcrent things againſt our Criſtian li- 
berty ; h1s erroncous doctrine againſt the ſufficiency of the witten 
word, and the pertecticn of the Law . the ottice of Chriſt and kis 
bleſſed Evangel. His corrupted doctiine concerning originall fin, 
ournaturallinabilitie and rebellion ro Gods law, our juſtification 
by taith. onely, our imperte& ſanQtification and obedience tothe 
Law.thenature,number,and uſe of the holy Sacraments. His five 
baſtard Sacraments, with all his rites, ceremonies, & falſe dotrine 
added to the miniſtration of the true Sacraments > without the 
word of God. His curell judgement againit Infants departing with- 
out the Sacrament, his abſolute necellity of Baptiſmc, his blaſphe- 
mous opinion of T ran{ubſtantiation, or reall preſence oi Chriſts 
body inthe Elemcnts, and receiving of the ſame by the wicked or 
bodies ofmen; his diſpcnſations with {olemne Oathes,perjurics, 8& 
degrees of marriage forbiaden in the word, his cruelty againſt the 
innocent divorced,his deveiltſh Maſle,kisd;aſphemous prieſthood, 
his prophane Sacrificcs tor the fins of the dead ani the quicke, his 
Canonization of men cailing upon Anzcls or Saints departed,wor- 
ſhipping of imageric reliCts, and croſſes, dedicating of Kirkes, Al- 
tars,dayes, YOu Es LO cteatures, his purgatorie,pray<rs for the dead, 
pray.ng, or ſpeaking in a ſtrange language > with: his procetli- 
ons, and blaſphemous Lectany., and multicude.of advocates z 
or mediators, his manytold orders, auricular conteffion, his deſpe- 
rate and unccrtaine repentance, his generail, and doubtſome 
faith ,, tus ſatisfaction of men for their ſts , his Juſtifications 
by workes, ops operatum, workes of ſupererogation, Ms ar 
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&6018,' peregrinations and-ftarions, his holy water,. baptizing of 
Eells; conjuring of ſpirits, croſſings, faning» anomnting, conjuring, 
Hallowing of Gods good creatures, -with the ſuperſticious opinion, 
joyned there with his worldly-Monarciy, and wicked Hierarcliy, 
his three folemne yowes, with all his ſhavelings of ſundry ſorts,his 
freniousan | bloody decrees made at Trent, with fill the ſabſcri- 
bers,and appovers ofthat cruell and bloody band conjured againſt 
the Kirk of God: and finally we detelt all his vaine allegotics,rites, 
fiones, an1 traditions,brought inthe Kirke, withoutor againſt the 
word of God, & doctrine of this true reformed Kirk; to the which 
we-jovne our ſclves willingly in doctrine, taith, religion, diſcipline 
and u(c of the Holy Sacraments, as lively members of the ſame in 
Chriſt our Head, promiſing and ſwearing by the greatname of 
Godour Lord, That wee fhail continue in the obedience of the 
doftrine and diicipline of this Kirk, and ſhall detend the ſame ac- 
cording to our vocation,and powerzall the dayes of our lives,under 
the paines contained in the law.and danger both ot body and ſoule 
inthe day of Gods fearctull Judgements. And ſecing that many are 
ftirred up by Sathan & thar Roman Antichriſt,to promiſg,ſweare, 
ſubſcribe, anc! for a time-dle the holy Sacramentsin the Kirk, de- 
ceitfully againſt their owne conſciences, minding thereby firſt un- 
der the Externa!l cloak of religion, to corrupt and ſubvert ſecretly 
Gods true Reljojon, within the Kirk; and afterwards when time 
may ſerve to become open enimues and perſccutours of the ſame, 
under vaine hope of the Pop:s deſpenſartion, deviſed againlt the 
word ot G2 to his greater contuſion and their double condemna- 
tion 1n the day ci the Lord jeſus Chriſt, £7 

Wee therefore willing to take away all ſuſpition of hypocrifie, 
and of ſuch double dealing with Godand his Kirk, proteſt,and call 
the ſearcher ot ail hearts for witneſle, that our mindes and hearts 
doc fuily agree with this our Confeſſion, Promiſe, Oath, and Sub- 
{cription; ſo that we arenor moved tor any worldly reſpe&; bur 
are per{waded only in our conſciences through the knowledge and 
love of Gods tra Religion printedin our hearts by rhe holy Spi- 
ritzas wee ſhall anſwer to him, in the day when the ſecrets of all 
hearts ſhail be diſcloſed : an becauſe wee perceive that thequiet- 
neſle and ſtavilicy of our Religion and Kirk, doth depend upon 
the fatety and good behayiour of the Kings Majeftie, as uwona 
comfortable in{trument of Gods mercy srantedro this Countrey, 
forthe maintaining of his Kirk,and miniſtration of juſtice amonstt 
us; we proteit and promfile with or hearts under the ſame oath, 
A3 hand- 
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handwrir, and paines, that wee ſhall defend his royall perſon and 
authority, withour goods, bodies, and lives, in the defence of 
Chriſt his Evangel, Liberties of our Countrey, miniſtration of ju- 
ſtice , and puniſhment of iniquity, againſt all enemies within this 
Realme or without.as wedeſire our God to be a ſtrong and merci- 
full defender to us 1n the day of our death, and. comming of our 
Lord Jeſis Chriſt, ro whom with the father and the holy Spirit be 
all honour and glory cternally. 


N obedience to the Commangdement of God, confarme to 

the praQice of the godly in former times, and according to 

the laudable example of our worthy and religious Progeni- 

tors,and of many yet living amongit us, which was warran- 

tedalſoby ACt of Councell, commanding a gencrall Bond 
robe made and ——_—— his Majelties Subjects ot all ranks,for 
twocauſes ; one was for defending the true religion as it was then 
reformed, and is expreſſed in the conteſlion of taith above written, 
and a former a conteſlion eſtabliſhed by ſundry Ads of lawtull 
gcnerall Aſſemblies, and of Parliaments, unto which it hath rela- 
tion , ſet downe jm publicke Chatechiſmes, and which had beene 
for many yeatcs, with a blefling from heaven, preached and pro» 
feſſed in this Kirk & Kingdoe, as Gods undoubred truth,grounded 
onely upon this written word : the other cauſe was, for maintai- 
ningthe Kings Majeſties perſon and Eſtate; the true worſhip of 
God, andthe Kings authority being ſo ſtraightly joyned, as that 
they hadthe ſame triends and common encmies, an{ 4d ſtand.,and 
fall together : and finally being convinced in our mindes,and con- 
feſling with our mouthes, that the preſent and ſucceedirg genera- 
tions 1n this land, arc bound to keepe the aforeſaid nationall Oath 
and ſubſcription inviolable. We Novlcmen, Barons, Gentlemen, 
Burgelles, Miniſters, 8 Comons under ſubfcriving,confidering di- 
vers times before, 8 eſpcciall at this time the danger of the true re- 
formed religion,of the Kings honour, of the publick peace of the 
Kingdo by the manifold innovations & evills generally contained 
and particularly mentioned in our late ſupplications , complaints, 
and proteſtations, doe hereby profeſſe,and before God, his Angels, 
and the world, ſolemnly declare;that with our whole hearts we a« 
gree and reſolve,all the dayes of our life conſtantly to adhere unto, 
and to defend the aforeſaid true religion, & torbearing the praftice 
of allnovations, already introduced ip the matters of the worſhip 
of God,or approbarion of the corruptisnsof the publicke govern> 


ment 


ment of the Kirk, or civill places and powet of Kirk-men, till they 
be tryed and allowed in free aſſemblies, andin Parliaments, to la- 
bour by all meancs lawiull to recoyer the purity andliberry of the 
Goſpel, as it was eftab'iſhed and profeſſed before the aforeſaid no- 
vations : and becauſe aiter due examination wee plannely perceive, 
and undoubtedly beleeye that the innovations and evils contained 
in our ſupplications, complaints, and proteſtations have no wat- 
rant of the word of God, are contrary tothe Articles of the afore 
ſaid Confelſions,to the intention and meaning of the bleſſed refot- 
mers of relivion in'this land, to the above writcen Ads of Parlia- 
ment, and doe ſenſibly tend ro the re-eſtabliſhing of the Popiſh te- 
Itgion and ryranny, and tothe ſubverſion and rune of the true re= 
formed religion, andof ourliberries, lawes, and eſtates; Wee alſo 
declare that the aforeſaid Confeſſions are to'bee interpreted; and 
ought ro bz underſtood of the aforeſaid novations and evils, no 
ethan if eycrv one of them had beene expreſſed inthe aforeſaid 
Confeſſions, and that wee are obliged to deteſt and abhorre them. 
amoneſt other particular heads of Papiſtry abjured thereit!; and 
therefore from the knowledge and conſcience of our duty to God, 
ro our King and Countrey, without any worldly reſpe& or induce- 
ment, ſo farreas humane infirmity will ſuffer , wiſhing a further 
meaſure of the grace of God for this cfte&t ; We promiſe and ſwear 
the great name of the Lord our God, to continue irt the profeſ- 
on andobedience of the aforeſatd religion : thar we ſhall defend 
the fame; and refiſt all theſe contrary errous and corruptions, ac- 
cording to our yocation,and the nttermoſt of that power that Sod 
hatch put in ourlife : andinlike manner with the ſame heart wee 


declare before'God and men, that we have no mtentionnor deſire 


fo artemprt any 'rhing, that may rurne to the diſhonour of God, 
ot" to the dirhirmution of the Kings greatneffe and authority : 
bur on che Contrary, wee porn and fweare that wee fhall tothe 
irtcrmoſt our power, with our rmeanes and lives, ſtand tothe de- 
ferice of our dread Soveraigne. the Kings Majefties perſon and aus 
thority, inthe defence and prefervation of the aforeſaid true Reli- 
gion, liberties and lawes of the kingdome : 'as alſo to the mutuall 
defence and aſſiſtance eyery one of us of another, inthe ſame caufe 
of maintaining the trueReligion, and his Majcſties authority with 
ourbeſt counſell, our bodies, meanes, and whole power againſt all 
forts of perſons whatſoever; Toole whatſoever ſhall bee done to 
theleaſt of us for that cauſe ſhall be taken as donetous all in gene- 


rall, and to eycry one of usin particular : and that we ſhall netther 
| directly 


diretly nor indirc&ly ſuffer our ſelves to bee diyided -or,with- 
drawne, by whartſocycr ſuggeſtion or alluremene, or terror from 
cthis-blefJed and loyall conjunction, nor fhail caſt jm any Ict or.im- 


? 


ediment, that may ſtay or hi:2der any. ſuch reſolution, as by com- 


mon conſent ſhall bee found to condace tor (0 £00: ends.; bur on, 


the contrary, fhail by all lawju.! mcanes jabour to further and pro- 

morethe {ame ; and if any ſuch dangerous and diviſive motion 5c 
. : By ? ps 

madetous by word, er writ; we; and evcry one of us ſhah either 


ſuppreſlc ir2ar itneede be,thail mconynent make the ſame Known, 
that ir may be timouſly obviated : neither doe wee teare the foule 


a{perfions of rebellion, combination, gr what elſe; our aaverſarics 
tromthecir craft and malice would put upon us, ſeeing what we doe 
15 fo well warranted, and ariſeth trom an yniained deſire. to matn- 
raine the true worſhip ofGod, the Majeſty of our King, and peace 
of the Kingdome, for the common happunciie of our {elves,8 the 
poſterity. And becauſc weecannot looke tor a biciling trom God 
upon our proceedings, except with our proteiſions, and ſubfcripti- 
on wejoyne ſuch a life and converſation, as beſcemeth Chriſtians, 
who have renewed their Coycnant with God ; we therefore faich- 
fully promiſe for our ſelyes, or followcrs, and all others under us, 
both in publick in our particular families, and per{onail carriage to 
endeayour to keepe our (elves within the bounds of Chriſtia liber- 
tie; and to be good examples to others of all godlincs, ſobernes, & 
righteouſnelTc,& of every dury we.owe to God & man. And thar 
this our union and conjunCtion may be ob{crved without yiolati- 
on, weecall the living God the ſearcher of our hearts to witneſſe 
who knowerh this to be our ſincere deſire and unfeined reſolutions 
as wee {hall anſwer to Jeſus Chrilt in the great day,and under th 
paine of Gods everlaſting wrath, and of intamy and loſe of allho+ 
nour and reſpe&t in this world, moſt hymby beſecching the Lord 
to {trengthen usby his holy Spirit for this end, and to bleſſe our 
dcefires and proceeding with ahappy ſucceſle', that religion and 
rightcouſnetie may flouxiſh in the Land, tothe glory of God, and 
hongur of che King.,. and the peacc and comtotit ot us all, in wit- 
ncTe whercof wee have ſubſcrihed with our hands all the preni- 
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